
cndure  and  to  live  through,  during  this  long  and  far 
froin easy journcy,  cspecially  for a wo1nan. 

Onc grcat aim of my  journcy, \vhich lastcd o \ ~ r  a 
tndvcmonth, \vas to  obtain a herb, which, according 
to  the  accounts of a travcller I l ~ a d  m e t  who had  bccn 
to  Siberia  before,  curcd lcprosy. This herb is called 
IZz/fshukf(t i n  the  Yakout  language. Fully rcalizing 
the importance of this  remedy  to thc hundreds of lcpers 
scattercd all ovcr thc world, I dctcrmined to go to 
Yakoutsk and find the  herb,  and with the hclp of  thc 
doctors,  havc i t s  clualitics tcstcd. 

T h c  first information I got about the herb \vas quite 
accidcntal;  Inter, I got  to  know i t s  local name,  and  how 
i t  \\,as first  found 11y Bishop  Dioncsus of Oufa,  \\,h0 
had bccn a nlissionary  for o w r  40 years i n  the  Yakoutsk 
Go\’crnmcnt.  Thc  herb is Ivith me  here for inspection 
11). your honourcd  Society.  Having  important  lcttcrs  of 
rccommcl~dation, I was t h u s  cnabled  not  only to 
acco~nplish  this  journcy  in  the  Yakoutsk  Govcrnmcnt, 
but also to obtain official documents  about  the lepers ; 
\vhich documents I have had  the  honour to prescnt to 
the  President  and  Members of your learncd  Society  for 
study,  beforc  giving my report. These  documcnts, 
writtcn on official documcnt  papcr of the local Institu- 
tions,  contain  the official statcments  about  the lepers 
of the YakoLItsk Govcrnmcnt,  signed  and  sealed by 
I ,  the Medical  Inspector; 2 ,  the  local  Ispravnick 
(Captain of the  Police) ; 3,  the  Clergy ; 4, the  Tchinov- 
nick, or functionary  for  spccial  service, G. SIIACI-IOUT 
I)INE ; 5, the  Tchinovnick for special  service  attached 
to the  Governor of Yakoutsk,  S. I’EI’TRoE’F, who was 
m y  interprctcr  ~vhilst  visiting  thc  Velluisk  Circuit, and 
therefore also signed  the  above  documents. 

Lct  mc  quote  from  the report of the  Medical  Inspec- 
tor, hf. SAlIRNOFF, from  which it appears  that  there 
cxist 74 lepers in the  Sredni-Velluisk Circuit. Amongst 
thcm  one  syphilitic  patient, five people in perfect  health, 
six who as yct  had  not  been  writtcn  into  the official 
list,  one  syphilitic  woman, ancl one suffering  froin in- 
flammation of the  sinews.  Thirteen out of the lepers 
had  bccn dead some  time and not scratched off the 
list,  and  ten  could  not bc found as  thcy  were hiding 
unl.;no\vn to  othcrs.  To  form  an iclca of thc  insuffcicnt 
organization  for n d i c a l  help  existing in the Vclluislc 
Circuit, i t  i s  sufficient to quote D r .  S ~ I I R N O I ~ ‘ l ~ ” S  own 
\vords; he says : “ One doctor and two assistants  for a 
population of 70,000 people  scattcred over an immcnsc 
cxpansc, cqual i n  thc sizc to thc whole of France. 

“ K O  \vondcr” says Dr. SRIIIINOFF, “ that thc 
hclp thc  doctor  can  give  to  thc  villagcs which hc 
passes  through only when  going to somc’  inqucst, is 
transitory and  irrcgular,  at  the same time  the  rcst of 
thc p:)pulation haw no medical  assistance whate\w.” 
~h~ locd population says Dr. SAIIRNOET is i n  grcat 
nccd of mcdical  assistancc,  for besides thc  epidemical 
disc;lscs, as 1nc;1sIcs, small pox, scarlet fcvcr, typhus, 
ctc, the m c ~ n l ~ c r s  suffer specially fl.~lll  syphilis 
infl;lnlnl;Ltion o f  the eyes anti nlarsh fcvcrs, whicil is 

As reg:.;~r(ls the position of tllc I C I ) C ~ S  tll~l11~;clv(*s,  to 
LISC J)r. SMIRNOI~‘F’S \ vo~ds ,  “ i l  is mow t11:ln pitiful 

In; lking grc;1t pr”gress  thcrc.” 
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